
 

 

 

 

STONEXPO/MARMOMAC: THE EVENT DEDICATED TO NATURAL STONE AT TISE 2020 

 

The International Surface Event in Las Vegas (January 28-30) saw the Marmomac pavilion host 36 
companies from Italy, Portugal, India, Germany, Morocco, Croatia, Bulgaria, the United States and Turkey 

 

Verona, 3 February 2020. Veronafiere inaugurated its calendar of trade fairs abroad with StonExpo 
Marmomac, the event for stone sector professionals held within the scope of Tise-The international Surface 
Event, the landmark show in North America for sectors including natural stone, surfaces and 
finishing/cladding. The event was held 28-30 January at the Mandalay Bay Convention Centre, Las Vegas.  
The Marmomac Pavilion organised by Veronafiere hosted a group show involving 36 companies from 9 
countries. It provided, as always, an overview of the entire world of natural stone, from materials to 
accessories, equipment and services. There was also an area dedicated to training for architects designed to 
promote the culture of natural stone.  
Within the scope of the Marmomac Academy, the pavilion was home to "Designing with Natural Stone", an 
educational project for interior designers and architects. The day also saw the presentation of "Stone, Water 
and Light", an off-site tour of the Smith Center LV and a visit to companies in the pavilion guided by Vincent 
Marazita of Stone Trends international. 
The United States confirmed is status as the leading reference market for Italian natural stone exporters 
once again in the first half of 2019, when the value of export sales came to 185.5 million euros, according to 
the latest available data from Confindustria Marmomacchine. Processed and semi-finished materials were 
the driving force behind exports, for an overall value of 179.79 million euros. Exports of unhewn Italian 
stone materials increased to 5.74 million euros. The United States also ranks first for exports of Italian 
machinery and equipment for processing decorative stone materials, with a total value coming to 62.31 
million euros. 

The companies taking part in the Marmomac Pavilion 

Achilli Srl (Italy), Airelimestones (Portugal), Aniet (Portugal), Bellinzoni (Italy), Cel Components (Italy), D2 
Technology (Portugal), Ddx Software Solutions (Italy), Di Novoselec – Florian (Croatia), Diatex SpA (Italy), 
Domos Srl (Italy),  Drvoproizvod  (Croatia), Ferrari & Cigarini (Italy), Hartek – Hrk Diamond Tools  (Turkey), 
Italmecc (Italy), Ken Stones (Morocco), La Ponte Marmi Srl (Italy), Mstone Stone & Tile (India/USA), 
Marmoelettromeccanica (Italy), Marmoguia (Portugal), Matec (Italy), Mvc (Portugal), O.M.G.M (Italy), Pan 
Parket (Croatia), Pardais Granites (Portugal) Pedrini (Italy), Porfido Trentino – Cave Cugini Pisetta (Italy), Pps 
Majur – Galeković (Croatia), Quartzforms (Germany), Rayon Stone (Morocco), Spačva (Croatia), Steinex Srl 
(Italy), Stoa Group (Bulgaria), Taglio Software House (Italy), Tyrolit Vincent Srl (Italy), Transgranitos 
(Portugal), Zalfo Machines (USA) 
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MARMOMAC 2020 UPDATE 
 
IN FULL RESPECT OF THE HEALTH EMERGENCY AND THE COMPLEX INTERNATIONAL SCENARIO, 
MARMOMAC CONTINUES ITS BUSINESS WHILE CAREFULLY MONITORING THE EVOLUTION OF THE 
SECTOR WORLDWIDE  
 
Verona, 7 April 2020 - Marmomac wishes to express its support and closeness to everyone who, in 
various ways, is involved and committed to tackling this global emergency. 
 
These are extremely difficult times for everyone and, in this exceptional context, our priority is more 
than ever to protect our employees and partners by maintaining the highest possible quality of 
service. 
 
Precisely for this reason, in compliance with the health emergency we are experiencing and well 
aware of its massive repercussions as regards the world economy, the Marmomac team is working 
to ensure another smooth performance for the 2020 edition scheduled in Verona next 30 
September-3 October. 
 
In compliance with the indications received from Italian institutions concerning restrictive measures 
to contain Covid-19, Veronafiere continues its operations thanks to smart-working formulas in order 
to ensure unchanged quality of service and rapid responses to requests from sector operators, while 
also constantly following up the evolution of the national and international situation. The aim 
underlying this approach is to ensure perfect organisation of the 55th Marmomac and thereby 
confirm the role of the event as the hub for meetings between professionals in the international 
natural stone system - a field where Italy plays a leading role. 
  
Veronafiere is currently developing new projects, in addition to strengthening its digital platforms 
to encourage even broader sharing of information and more widespread commercial business 
development. Work also continues on The Italian Stone Theatre - the hall dedicated to design with 
stone created to offer the sector another voice through culture, design and architecture seen as a 
driving force behind business and the international expression of one of the items of excellence 
Made in Italy. 
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NEW CLASSICS AND EXPERIMENTAL APPROACHES: MARBLE INTERPRETED BY 10 INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGNERS 
 
April 2020 - Marble derives from the Greek marmaros, which means "shining stone". It has been used since 
Antiquity for applications in sculpture and architecture and is now considered to be par excellence the noble 
stone. This truly ancient production tradition is continuously updated by contemporary designers who take 
very different approaches to integrate the ancient knowledge of marble processing workshops with state of 
the art technologies. 
 
They exploit the veins, colours, ductility and visual rendering of marble to give life to new classics and 
contemporary furnishings. Others take advantage of new processing technologies to produce very thin items 
that are then moulded to create sculptural furniture and unexpected objects; others rely on essential and 
minimal forms, without being afraid of openly recalling history; still others play with combinations, patterns 
and colours to create new trends. 
 
Marmomac is the leading international trade fair specifically for marble and natural stone and interpreted 
this know-how and excellence by inviting ten big names on the contemporary scene to interpret the material 
in a creative way through innovative projects.  
 
1) 
For Wallpaper* Handmade 2013, Michael Anastassiades worked alongside Henraux to create recipients in 
Miracle Chips marble. The Cypriot designer pushed the capabilities of the Tuscany-based company's 
advanced technologies to the limit while retaining all the beauty and intrinsic qualities of the material. 
Credits: Henraux 
 
2)  
The Marmeria bookcase designed by Archea Associati for Luce di Carrara was previewed at Marmomac in 
2015; it is made up of individual items that can be assembled freely. This item of furniture enhances the 
features, colours and tactile sensations of marble that vary in relation to the type and brightness of the 
surface finish. 
Credits: Luce di Carrara 
 
3)  
Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec created a small yet nonetheless monumental fountain in the garden of the Vitra 
Campus in Weil am Rhein, Germany. A long, tapered element in grey marble has a small tap and a central 
groove where the water flows. 
Credits: Vitra 
 
4) 
Lee Broom, a British designer, celebrated the tenth anniversary of his studio with a limited edition pendulum 
clock inspired by brutalism. The Time Machine project was developed from a single block of Carrara marble. 
Credits: Lee Broom 
 
5) 
How to reinterpret a design classic using contemporary technologies: Zaha Hadid Architects worked with the 
AKT II engineering studio to combines marble and carbon fibre in this original re-edition of the legendary 
Shell Chair by Danish designer Hans J. Wegner first produced in 1963. 
Credits: ZHA 
 



	
	

	

 
6) 
A material that is generally perceived to be solid, heavy and durable can nevertheless also be light and 
ethereal. The Stone Pendant hanging lamp by London designer Tom Dixon is clear proof of this. 
Credits: Tom Dixon 
 
7)  
In 2011, legendary stylist Karl Lagerfeld took up the challenge of marble and the canons of Greek-Roman 
beauty to develop a precious and impressive collection of "functional sculptures", which he then exhibited 
at the Carpenters Workshop Gallery in Paris. 
Credits: Carpenters Workshop Gallery 
 
8) 
Piero Lissoni created a series of tables and coffee tables with characteristic cylindrical and modular shapes. 
The 1949 collection is enhanced by the quality materials used, including solid ash wood, four types of marble 
and variants with glass tops in different colours.   
Credits: Cassina 
 
9) 
The Volumes collection by Konstantin Grcic for the Galerie Kreo in London blurs the boundary between 
sculpture and design. The German designer worked with blocks of Bleu de Savoie marble to prepare six 
enbloc furnishing items. 
Credits: Galerie Kreo 
 
10) 
The curved outdoor bench Onda by Italian designers Paolo Ulian and Moreno Ratti was designed to minimise 
material waste. The furniture item by Upground is produced from a single block cut in sequence. 
Credits: Paolo Ulian Moreno Ratti 
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MARBLE MIX: EXCELLENCE THROUGH INTERPLAY BETWEEN NATURAL STONE AND OTHER MATERIALS 
 
May 2020 - Marble is a word we automatically associate with luxury, with classic and timeless design. Yet in 
recent years, we have seen many more ways in which marble and natural stone can be processed in original 
ways and combined with truly diverse materials to create to furnishings or modern spaces. 
 
When combined with wood, metals, resins or fabrics, marble adapts to and enhances every kind of setting: 
from intimate and private rooms in the home to sumptuous and monumental ones in hotels. Marble 
interprets space to achieve unique connotations time and again. Natural stone embellishes buildings to 
create modern, refined elegance that meets the design, durability and resistance needs even of the most 
discerning customers. 
 
Marmomac - the leading international trade fair specifically for marble and natural stone - continues its 
research journey with this selection of ten projects highlighting unprecedented and courageous 
combinations, as well as surfaces, finishes, effects and formats. 
 
1) 
Belgian designer Ben Storms balanced huge blocks of marble on metal "cushions". The InHale collection of 
coffee tables, presented for the first time at the Collectible Fair in Brussels, dispels the heaviness of the 
material through this gentle composition. 
Credits: Ben Storms 
 
2) 
Studio EO combines blown glass vases with fragments of waste marble to produce these colourful Drill Vases. 
They are conceived as "exercises in improvisation", since some of the pieces of marble already had holes, 
thereby giving rise to the idea of combining them with pure cylindrical shapes. 
Credits: Studio EO 
 
3) 
Fabio Novembre intersects a white marble statue with an architecture made up of wooden shelves to 
camouflage the human figure between words and objects. Although at different epochs, Novembre dialogues 
with Antonio Canova, with whom he shares a sensitivity for par excellence female beauty: Venus. 
Credits: Driade 
 
4) 
In this well-being bathroom designed by Alessandro La Spada, Corteccia slabs by Antolini poetically recall the 
veins of century-old trees, dialoguing elegantly with the metal profiles that frame the volumes of the storage 
space within pure and delicate geometry.  
Credits: Antolini 
 
 



	
	

	

 
5) 
The young Italian designer Ilaria Bianchi combines marble - the par excellence noble material - with a poor 
one normally used for packaging or as a thermal insulator: polystyrene. The outcome is the unique design of 
the limited edition Duo shelves. 
Credits: Ilaria Bianchi 
 
6)  
The Kane World Food Studio restaurant, designed by Bogdan Ciocodeica in Bucharest as an urban tropical 
oasis, presents a unique combination of materials: the large marble counter, concrete floor and pillars, 
wooden furniture, with brass mirrors and finishes. 
Credits: Adrei Margulescu 
 
7) 
The Voie Light project. The Stone Edition by Sabine Marcelis: blocks of marble and their pure volumes are 
criss-crossed by luminous circles to highlight veins and narrate the sedimentation of time. The lamps 
designed by Bloc Studio enhance the magic of marble thanks to the neon landscape. 
Credits: Bloc Studio 
 
8) 
The flooring in this apartment in Lithuania comprises pieces of marble, travertine and granite embedded in 
a white cement binder to creating a gigantic terrazzo effect. Studio Do Architects combined the colours used 
for the furnishings with the textures of the materials to create an elegant palette of soft colours ranging from 
rouge to maple. 
Credits: Norbert Tukaj 
 
9) 
Salute is a collection of tables where marble is combined with metal. Designed by Sebastian Herkner for 
Parisian company La Chance, these sculptural and high-impact products are available in various sizes and 
colour shades. 
Credits: Bloc Studio 
 
10) 
This elegant kitchen designed by Arjaan De Feyter, based in Wijnegem, Belgium, is marked by an interesting 
contrast between slabs of grey travertine, concrete and stained ash wood.  
Credits: Piet-Albert Goethals 
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Special edition scheduled at Veronafiere 30 September-3 October to relaunch the natural stone 
value chain 
 
MARMOMAC LAUNCHES THE "RE-START 2020" PROJECT  
 
Verona, 15 June 2020. The recovery of the natural stone sector starts off from Marmomac. The 
landmark international event for the natural stone industry confirms its 2020 appointment at 
Veronafiere 30 September-3 October.  
In support of a supply chain which in Italy boasts 3000 companies and turnover worth 2.6 billion 
euros (of which 1.8 millions from exports), the exhibition in Verona launches its "Marmomac Re-
Start 2020" project This special edition seeks to relaunch the natural stone sector towards a "new 
normal" in the post COVID-19 emergency period.  
The world of marble, granite, processing technologies and design was severely tested by the 
lockdown, coming in the wake of 2019 results themselves already highlighting a downturn, posting 
-7% for exports of processed products made in Italy.  
Consequently, the aim of "Marmomac Re-start 2020" is to provide exhibitors and specialized visitors 
with an exhibition format that is even more tailored to the renewed needs of business and 
internationality, in complete safety from a health point of view and with even more services and 
customised attendance rates.  
Thanks to targeted incoming activities in collaboration with the international network of the ICE-
Italian Trade Agency,  the intention is to attract operators and buyers from all over the world to the 
trade fair in Verona in October: a target that should be reached starting from its European core, 
today virtually assured, followed - as borders are progressively re-opened - with the involvement 
many other countries and full internationality.  
And to ensure connection with non-EU markets that may still be unable to attend because of 
restrictions, Marmomac is also developing innovative tools to make virtual b2b meetings possible.  
“Through Marmomac Re-Start," explained Giovanni Mantovani, CEO Veronafiere, "we aim to assure 
the most important natural stone community in the world that we have promoted for the last 55 
years a 2020 edition in total safety hallmarked by resumption that we can share with clients, 
exhibitors and operators in response to the challenge that the sector is called upon to tackle. The 
Verona-system and, more generally, the country-system as such thereby seeks to ensure that the 
recovery for the stone industry starts off from Italy, where Veronafiere organizes the leading sector 
event." 
As regards the layout of the exhibition, certain aspects are confirmed and others are new. “The 
Italian Stone Theatre” returns as the event narrating the interaction between natural stone, 
projects by major international architecture studios and innovative processing technologies 
developed in Italy. On the other hand, there is a change to the layout of the show, with entrance 
through the new Re Teodorico Gate, the use of Halls 6, 9, 10, 11 and 12, and outside areas B, D and 
Avenue E. This logistics solution was also studied in accordance with the #safebusiness safety 
protocol developed together with other major national trade fair operators.  
 
www.marmomac.it 
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MARMOMAC RE-START - A NEW PHYSICAL AND DIGITAL MODEL BRINGING MARKETS 
TOGETHER  
 

Verona - 8 July 2020 - Marmomac Re-Start - the special dedicated Veronafiere project supporting the restart 
in the natural stone supply chain in 2020 - accelerates integration between physical and digital event modes, 
with new online initiatives. Three days of b2b meetings, networking and training events will bring together 
the entire community of marble, granite and processing technologies over the web from 30 September to 2 
October  2020.   

All this will be achieved thanks to an advanced, interactive and business-friendly digital platform connecting 
companies in a targeted and safe manner with those world markets still experiencing difficulties arising from 
the Covid-19 emergency.  

Furthermore, we will continue to work within the context of Marmomac Re-Start together with the ICE Italian 
Foreign Trade Agency to organize contact opportunities at Veronafiere and local companies involving 
selected buyers, architects and international designers. 

The goal of the new event model, thanks to interaction between physical and virtual reality, is to maintain 
Marmomac's important international profile achieved in the course of 54 editions, with more than 62% of 
visitors arriving every year from more than 150 countries worldwide. Consequently, this special appointment 
of Marmomac Re-Start also seeks to support promotion in the stone sector even in these critical times, 
thereby accompanying it towards the Marmomac 2021. 

Maurizio Danese, President of VeronaFiere: "The trade fair system is one of the strategic assets for restarting 
the country. The health emergency has also severely struck the entire stone sector worldwide. Against this 
background, Veronafiere exploited all its potential to the full by redesigning its 2020 calendar of events. A 
hybrid model was thereby created between physical and digital worlds to ensure business recovery for our 
client companies, as well as communities in the sectors represented. At the end of the emergency, this model 
will complement the physical events as they return to normal, thereby generating new opportunities. We are 
implementing this activity in close collaboration with the ICE Agency, since this format combines the 
guidelines defined by the Export Agreement signed last June at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Our aim is to 
relaunch trade fair business and, through it, the Italian economy, companies and Made in Italy products." 

Federico Sboarina, Mayor of Verona: "In a dramatic and difficult year for the entire planet, the Verona system 
by no means came to standstill but continued to work to generate value and restart fields of excellence - from 
culture to business - in all possible ways. Marmomac, just like other events scheduled in the second half of the 
year, remains a strategic occasion in support of one of the main sectors in the local economy. Having re-
designed business models so quickly and in such innovative and technological terms is an operational and 
effective response that, as we all hope, will restore as the new normal as soon as possible." 

www.marmomac.it 
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MARMOMAC RESTART DIGITAL EDITION 
THE WORLD OF MARBLE, NETWORKING AND TRAINING JUST A CLICK AWAY 

 
Online 30 September - 2 October 2020 

 
September 2020 - The countdown has started: from 30 September to 2 October, the international 
community in the natural stone sector will welcome a "virtual" appointment with Marmomac 
Restart Digital, the special digital edition organised by the world's leading stone industry trade fair. 
Three days of global relationships to develop business through meetings, networking, B2B and 
events within the scope of a shared online platform. 
 
Alongside Italy, many other countries have already signed up for this initiative, including Austria, 
Germany, Holland, Portugal, Iran, Turkey, Egypt and South Africa. 

Marmomac Restart Digital will be available online as of 10 September with the initial previews of 
the constantly updated schedule of events and the Marmomac Academy programme. 
 
Marmomac Restart Digital  is designed to ensure immediate and intuitive interaction between 
exhibitors and visitors - sector operators, buyers and professionals - who will be able to share 
discussions and comparisons. The focus will be on networking, with the possibility of organising 
meetings, interviews or full-scale presentations with a selected audience of connected professionals 
from all the main markets. Another added value in the digital age, thanks not the least to artificial 
intelligence, is the possibility of profiling contacts to make connections as effective as possible, 
collect valuable business data and help operators find exhibitors of effective interest more quickly. 
 
Companies taking part will be able to create their own profiles, activate sales forces and upload 
projects and products in a detailed, virtual catalogue together with initiatives and events, including 
webinars presenting new developments that operators can sign up to attend. At this stage, it will be 
possible to consult the list of all registered visitors, even through numerous search filters focusing 
fields of interest, activities, countries, etc., and begin networking activities. After registering on the 
platform as of September 10, visitors will also be able to request appointments and contacts with 
companies and take part in training sessions. 
 
The platform will also welcome many events organised by the Marmomac Academy, the 
educational project expanded this year thanks to high-level collaboration with IUAV Venice, 
intended for all architects, designers and companies keen to get to know or improve their 
knowledge of natural stone products and related issues, as well as possible applications in 
construction and design sectors. The three-day event will also offer live and recorded training 
sessions for Italian and international professionals, thanks not the least to the involvement of 



 

 

renowned lecturers and accreditation provided by professional associations such as the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA) and the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). 
  
In addition, culture will also come to the fore through a virtual tour bringing together the Best works 
and projects developed in the course of five editions of The Italian Stone Theatre. 
  
Inasmuch, Marmomac Restart is a marvellous opportunity for networking, marketing and education 
that will overcome barriers of space and time by enabling meetings and relationships that are still 
so difficult to plan in current everyday context. 
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MARMOMAC RESTART DIGITAL EDITION 
30 September - 2 October 2020 

 
MARMOMAC ACADEMY: COMPLETE AND TIMELY TRAINING EVEN ON-LINE 

Live sessions and webinars dealing with natural stone, from geological and functional 
characteristics to applications in design and architecture 

 
 
September 2020 - Even the Restart Digital special edition of Marmomac - the leading trade fair 
dedicated to the world of natural stone - boasts an impressive programme of events and courses to 
follow on the platform, with live or recorded versions. Marmomac Academy, the educational 
project conceived by Marmomac to meet the needs for continual professional refresher courses in 
collaboration with top international institutes and universities, further expands its offering thanks 
to the involvement IUAV Venice and jointly organised courses ensuring professional training credits 
(PTC). 
 
Marmomac Academy consequently offers the 2020 edition of the show a not-to-be-missed 
Continuing Education opportunity for professionals and enthusiasts, with an impressive programme 
of webinars and digital sessions covering technical and economic topics as well as applications of 
natural stone in architectural, construction and industrial design fields. 
 
The series of appointments gets going today, 30 September with a live webinar "Nature and 
architecture: new visions for urban spaces", conducted by Stefano Boeri. The programme then 
continues with a number of meetings focusing on innovation in the use of natural stone and 
sustainability issues such as the reuse of quarry or processing waste, in turn flanked by practical 
courses highlighting the installation and maintenance of stone materials. Design also comes to the 
fore with the webinar organised in collaboration with Elle Decor Italia outlining the role of marble 
in contemporary interior design and architecture through the cycle of meetings organised with 
Platform Architecture & Design where natural stone is the main protagonist of eight projects by 
eight international studios that will take turns throughout the digital schedule. 
 
Numerous other events include the live webinar “Stone and wine: new wine cellars in natural stone" 
with Carl Fredrik Svenstedt Architect discussing the topic of facilities in stone for making and selling 
wine; this is joined by the webinar with Tom Van Mele titled "Innovative forms: parametric stone 
design", presenting several exemplary projects in which the potential of natural stone materials is 
exploited to achieve innovative forms going beyond traditional building with stone. Not to mention 
the "US Stone Market - Impact of COVID19” round table, during which four managers of four leading 
American companies in the sector discuss how they tackled the COVID19 emergency and 
consequently changed their business with a view to new trends in the use of natural stone. 
 
For more information about this programme: https://www.marmomac.com/en/marmomac-
academy-en/ 
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