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Until 25 September at Veronafiere, the 60th international exhibition dedicated to the natural stone supply chain
 
ELMGREEN & DRAGSET’S WORK WITH NATURAL STONE HONOURED AT MARMOMAC

The international artist duo, who travelled directly from Berlin to receive the award, were recognised for their ability to place marble at the heart of an exploration spanning art, space and perception. The other Stone Gamechangers in the Marmomac Best Communicator Award 2026 are Objects of Common Interest and Parasite 2.0. Paolo Ulian received the Special Mentorship Mention.

“Marble is known as a heavy material that is difficult to work with, with a very long history. It took us many years of practice before we were able to engage with this material. In the end, however, we discovered its versatility and its ability to convey emotions and address important social issues such as masculinity and sexuality.”

This was the comment by Elmgreen & Dragset, named Stone Gamechangers in the Marmomac Best Communicator Award 2026. The international artist duo were selected by the jury for making marble a central element of their artistic research, where estrangement and the decontextualisation of familiar spaces have long been a distinctive feature of their work. Bringing reality and fiction into dialogue through site-specific installations created for some of the world’s leading cultural institutions – from Tate Modern to the Victoria and Albert Museum, from Fondazione Prada to Centre Pompidou-Metz – Michael Elmgreen and Ingar Dragset were recognised for their two latest installations: L’Addition, exhibited at the Musée d’Orsay, and The Other David together with Close, created for the duo’s first solo exhibition in Los Angeles.

The award ceremony, which has just concluded in The Bedrock, Hall 10, also saw the presentation of other two Stone Gamechangers 2026 awards. The jury – comprising Maddalena Padovani, Central Managing Editor at INTERNI; Francesca Santambrogio, Deputy Editor of DOOR; Silvia Nani, journalist at CORRIERE DELLA SERA; and Aurelio Chinellato, Professor of Exhibition Design at IUSVE – this year selected two studios that differ significantly in terms of geography and background, yet are both protagonists of research capable of taking material into contemporary design territories.

Working between Athens and New York, Objects of Common Interest, founded by Eleni Petaloti and Leonidas Trampoukis, operates at the intersection of design, art and architecture through research in which materials, light and primary forms become tools for altering the perception of space. This sensibility emerges in Colour Field at Principal Place, the landscape pavilion created for the London Festival of Architecture 2026, where geometric blocks of unpolished marble, quartzite and travertine create an environment suspended between architecture and landscape. This project, together with the studio’s research carried out in recent years between Europe and the United States, earned Objects of Common Interest recognition as a Stone Gamechanger 2026. “It is important to keep alive an event that celebrates natural stone, a material we have worked with extensively and which is also at the heart of our project in London. To create it, we used an archive of stones collected over twenty years, transforming them into a new space open to everyone right in the heart of the city,” Eleni Petaloti emphasised.

Stone waste, on the other hand, becomes a design material for Parasite 2.0, the collective founded by Stefano Colombo, Eugenio Cosentino and Luca Marullo Viola, which investigates contemporary habitats through a hybrid language spanning architecture, design and scenography. In Secunda Natura. Nothing Here is Just a Wall – developed for Bianco67 and presented at the first edition of Salone Raritas during Salone del Mobile 2026 – fragments of reclaimed travertine, ranging from white to yellow and reddish tones, become structural and narrative elements in an open, modular system that can be adapted to different scales thanks to steel inserts. This interpretation of stone earned them, according to Marmomac, the title of Stone Gamechangers 2026. “For years, we have been carrying out research into the reuse of natural stone waste. This project and the award we have just received demonstrate how important it is for industry to continue supporting research and designers,” Stefano, Eugenio and Luca commented as they received the award.

The Special Mentorship Mention 2026 was awarded to Paolo Ulian, a designer who has built a significant part of his research around the relationship between design and stone. Born and trained between the Apuan Alps and Carrara, Ulian has developed an approach to the material that combines design awareness and responsibility, beginning with Enzo Mari’s teaching of design as an ethical act. Collaborations with numerous companies in the marble sector and a long-standing commitment to education – from Politecnico di Milano to the Universities of Bolzano and Palermo, as well as Marangoni and IED – reflect a career in which working with stone has gone hand in hand with a determination to pass on knowledge and awareness of the material. “This special mention rewards a lifetime of work and research, also carried out together with the companies that believed in my vision and in my way of thinking and working,” Paolo Ulian said.

For the Exhibitor section, finally, the jury selected a shortlist of 15 finalists across the Visions, Technology and Natural Stone categories, after assessing more than 40 exhibitors. Among these, Antolini, Biesse and Sezgin Marble stood out for narrative coherence, audience engagement and the quality of their visual storytelling, earning the 2026 title in their respective categories.

The IUSVE Special Mention was awarded to Società del Travertino Romano for the successful coordination of spatial volumes, material surfaces and graphic-visual elements, which clearly conveyed the company’s DNA.
www.marmomac.com 



MARMOMAC 
Marmomac is the world’s leading trade fair dedicated to the entire natural stone supply chain, from quarrying to finished products, technologies, machinery and tools. Founded in Verona, in one of Italy’s leading marble districts, Marmomac is today the industry’s foremost international hub and a key platform for innovation, culture and education. With more than 1,300 exhibitors from 54 countries, the event continues to strengthen its role as a strategic platform for the sector, bringing together companies, designers, institutions and industry professionals from around the world. A visit to Marmomac offers the opportunity to discover new products and technological innovations, keep up to date with the latest developments in machinery, and explore exhibitions, in-depth content and accredited professional education, with a particular focus on the connection between business, design and product culture – an added value recognised internationally.
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