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The 60th edition of the international exhibition dedicated to the natural stone supply chain is underway at Veronafiere 

MARMOMAC 2026: MARABELLI, PANZERA, HIEB, SIGNORI AND TOMMASI PROCLAIMED NEW MASTERS OF STONE

Five professional careers in the natural stone sector, spanning entrepreneurship, industry representation, scientific knowledge and quarrying. The investiture ceremony renews a tradition established in Verona in 1319 and revived by Marmomac in 1980.

Verona, 23 September 2026. Flavio Marabelli, Joe Panzera, Jim Hieb, Grazia Signori and Domenico Tommasi are the five new Masters of Stone proclaimed yesterday at Marmomac, the landmark international event for the natural stone supply chain, underway at Veronafiere until Friday 25 September.

The investitures reflect the diverse skills and professional backgrounds of the international natural stone supply chain, spanning entrepreneurship, industry representation, scientific knowledge and quarrying. The ceremony took place at The Bedrock Forum in Hall 10, in the presence of Veronafiere President Federico Bricolo, Veronafiere Director General Giovanni Sacripante and Marmomac Event Manager Francesca Zivelonghi.

The proclamation of the Masters of Stone recalls the Ancient Free Corporation of Stone Arts, established in Verona in 1319 under the rule of Cangrande I della Scala to bring together stonemasons, quarrymen, artists and master craftsmen working with materials quarried in Lessinia, Valpolicella and Valpantena. Re-established in 1980 by a group of marble industry professionals and entrepreneurs from Sant’Ambrogio di Valpolicella, the Corporation recognises individuals who, through their work, have brought distinction to the natural stone sector and contributed to the economic development of local areas.

«Behind everything we see in the halls of Marmomac, from processed stone and technologies to works of design, there are, first and foremost, people,» said Federico Bricolo, President of Veronafiere. «The five new Masters represent different professional backgrounds, united by their ability to place their knowledge and expertise at the service of the entire supply chain. In the year of Marmomac’s 60th edition, this proclamation reminds us that the future of natural stone cannot be built without the knowledge acquired over time and the ability to pass it on to new generations.»

During the investiture ceremony, each new Master struck the ancient Lessinia bas-relief with a mallet and chisel before receiving a cube of Verona Red marble bearing the insignia of Cangrande della Scala, the badge, the Corporation plaque featuring a silver stonemason and the diploma.

THE NEW MASTERS OF STONE 2026

Flavio Marabelli, Honorary President of Confindustria Marmomacchine, was proclaimed Master of Stone for his longstanding commitment to the Italian natural stone industry and his contribution to its international recognition. President of the association from 2000 to 2010, he now oversees its institutional relations, placing his experience and knowledge of international markets at the service of companies.

Joe Panzera, head of CIOT, has contributed to the promotion of natural stone in Canada and North America. Having moved from Italy at a very young age, he has supported the growth of the company founded in Montréal by the Italian Ciot family since 1967, introducing marble to a market that was still in its early stages of development while maintaining strong ties with the natural stone culture of his country of origin.

Jim Hieb, CEO of the Natural Stone Institute, has worked within the US and international association network for more than twenty years. Under his leadership, the Institute has strengthened its activities dedicated to education, safety, professional standards and the promotion of natural stone, consolidating cooperation among industry professionals from different countries.

Grazia Signori, a European Geologist and natural stone expert, combines scientific research, technical activities, education and knowledge sharing. Following her experience at the Italian National Research Council (CNR), she headed the testing laboratory of the Veneto Marble and Stone District for more than ten years and now works at Mapei. She has studied more than 4,000 ornamental stone samples, authored over 50 scientific publications and delivered approximately 3,600 hours of training, including courses held as part of Marmomac.

Domenico Tommasi, a quarryman, has worked in the sector since 1963. Three years later, he established his own business at the Guaite quarry in Sant’Anna d’Alfaedo, dedicating himself to the extraction of Lessinia stone. In the early 1990s, he began recovering stone elements from the demolition of historic buildings in Lessinia, Valpolicella and Valpantena, preserving hand-worked materials and the memory of the places from which they originated. He continues this work today alongside his sons.
www.marmomac.com 






MARMOMAC 
Marmomac is the world’s leading trade fair dedicated to the entire natural stone supply chain, from quarrying to finished products, technologies, machinery and tools. Founded in Verona, in one of Italy’s leading marble districts, Marmomac is today the industry’s foremost international hub and a key platform for innovation, culture and education. With more than 1,300 exhibitors from 54 countries, the event continues to strengthen its role as a strategic platform for the sector, bringing together companies, designers, institutions and industry professionals from around the world. A visit to Marmomac offers the opportunity to discover new products and technological innovations, keep up to date with the latest developments in machinery, and explore exhibitions, in-depth content and accredited professional education, with a particular focus on the connection between business, design and product culture – an added value recognised internationally.
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