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Until 25 September at Veronafiere, the 60th international exhibition dedicated to the entire natural stone supply chain

MARMOMAC AND THE CITY: A CITYWIDE EXHIBITION BRINGS NATURAL STONE TO THE HEART OF VERONA
Until 11 October, 18 works by Italian and international artists and designers transform some of Verona’s landmark locations into an open-air exhibition, accompanying the 60th edition of Marmomac, running until 25 September. The 18 works will remain on display throughout the city until 11 October. The exhibition was officially opened yesterday evening at the Archaeological Museum at the Roman Theatre, with institutional greetings from Veronafiere, the Municipality of Verona and the Municipality of Carrara.
Verona, 22 September 2026. Marmomac and the City opened yesterday: a citywide exhibition that takes natural stone beyond the halls of Veronafiere and into the heart of Verona, transforming some of the city’s landmark locations into an open-air exhibition. The initiative, accompanying the 60th edition of Marmomac – taking place at Veronafiere until 25 September – opened with a tour of the installations followed by a ceremony at the Archaeological Museum at the Roman Theatre. Institutional greetings by Federico Bricolo, President of Veronafiere, Damiano Tommasi, Mayor of Verona, and Serena Arrighi, Mayor of Carrara, officially launched this new edition, organised in collaboration with the Municipality of Verona and White Carrara.
Until 11 October, eighteen works – by artists and designers including Ross Lovegrove, Elena Salmistraro, Fabio Novembre, Raffaello Galiotto, Nicolas Bertoux and Michel Boucquillon – will invite residents and visitors to discover different interpretations and applications of natural stone through contemporary design.
NATURAL STONE AND THE FORMS OF NATURE
Organic forms, references to nature and transformations that make the material appear lighter. This is how natural stone takes shape in the works of Ross Lovegrove and Elena Salmistraro, where marble becomes body, figure and presence. In Flowing Forms of Discontinuity in Life by the Welsh designer, anatomical references and organic geometries merge to capture in stone the energy of a body in motion, while in Ephelio, the face of an elephant is translated by the Milanese designer into geometric volumes, taking on a totemic dimension.
From references to the human body and the animal world, the exhibition moves towards a more familiar, Mediterranean interpretation of nature with Sassi d’Autore by Antonio Aricò – inspired by pebbles smoothed by the sea to create figures, objects and characters – and Germogli by Nicola Maggi, where a slab marked by veining, fractures and traces of extraction becomes the ground from which citrus plants emerge, transforming the memory of the quarry into a new landscape.
The exploration continues with Cara y Envés by Gustavo Vélez, where curves and faceted surfaces create a dialogue between front and back, solids and voids, within a single composition.
SEATING AND FURNITURE FOR PUBLIC SPACES
When natural stone becomes part of everyday urban life, it enters into a relationship with the body, with moments of pause and with the interactions that unfold in public space. In Agorà, Beatriz Sempere explores the relationship between material and hospitality, transforming Carrara marble into monolithic elements with organic surfaces designed to encourage rest and social interaction.
While in Knot Chair by Michel Boucquillon a single design gesture transforms stone into a suspended ribbon-like form that creates a seat, Marmolla by Benvenuto Saba explores the relationship between concave and convex surfaces to accommodate two people. Noncikado by Gi Pi Soft also transforms marble into a light, dynamic seat, based on an idea of balance and suspension inspired by the game of Mikado.
The collective dimension of public space also emerges in systems that allow seating elements to be assembled and reconfigured. Dorsale by Nicolas Bertoux is carved from a single block of white marble weighing approximately five tonnes to create a sequence of seats inspired by the spine of a mythological animal and capable of being arranged in different configurations.
In Maremosso by Emiliana Martinelli, interlocking cuts made from a single block generate several elements which, when placed together, form a bench with a continuous profile inspired by the movement of waves. The same principle returns in Oplà, also by Martinelli, whose curved forms can be arranged into circles, lines and informal compositions, and in Sequenza by Antonio and Isabella Leone, a modular system that develops into linear, circular or more fluid configurations while also incorporating greenery.
TRANSFORMING STONE
Folding, cutting and subtracting: these are the principles underpinning the research of Raffaello Galiotto, Gumdesign, and Pietro Franceschini together with Arthur Vallin. In Galiotto’s Genesi, the fold becomes the generative principle behind a sculpture in Bronzetto di Verona, while in Eternal Fragment, Franceschini and Vallin imagine an artefact emerging from an excavation yet to take place, where fragments and absences construct a new idea of the contemporary ruin.
Subtraction is also the key concept behind Strata by Gumdesign, which begins with a single block: regular cuts made at five-centimetre intervals generate a family of tables while preserving the legibility of the block’s original volume.
Reclamation, finally, is the starting point for Rough by Fabio Novembre, created by recomposing offcuts from marble slabs of different shapes, thicknesses and colours into a compact volume, which is subsequently milled to achieve soft, ergonomic lines. Polished surfaces coexist with areas left rough, keeping the natural veining of the material visible.
Marmomac and the City thus creates a dialogue between natural stone and the spaces and heritage of Verona, showing, through different works and creative languages, how this material can engage with contemporary design and the urban environment.
The installations are open to visitors until 11 October 2026.
www.marmomac.com 


MARMOMAC 
Marmomac is the world’s leading trade fair dedicated to the entire natural stone supply chain, from quarrying to finished products, technologies, machinery and tools. Founded in Verona, in one of Italy’s leading marble districts, Marmomac is today the industry’s foremost international hub and a key platform for innovation, culture and education.
With more than 1,300 exhibitors from 54 countries, the event continues to strengthen its role as a strategic platform for the sector, bringing together companies, designers, institutions and industry professionals from around the world. A visit to Marmomac offers the opportunity to discover new products and technological innovations, keep up to date with the latest developments in machinery, and explore exhibitions, in-depth content and accredited professional education, with a particular focus on the connection between business, design and product culture – an added value recognised internationally.
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