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Until 25 September at Veronafiere, the 60th international exhibition dedicated to the entire natural stone supply chain

60TH EDITION OF MARMOMAC OPENS IN VERONA

THE GLOBAL HUB FOR THE NATURAL STONE INDUSTRY AND PROCESSING TECHNOLOGIES WELCOMES 1,300 COMPANIES FROM 54 COUNTRIES

MINISTER URSO: “A SYMBOL OF THE SUCCESS OF MADE IN ITALY AND ITALY AS A COUNTRY SYSTEM”

MINISTER MAZZI: “MARMOMAC A DRIVER FOR THE GROWTH OF CULTURAL TOURISM”

The opening ceremony of Marmomac 2026 was attended by Minister of Enterprises and Made in Italy Adolfo Urso, Minister of Tourism Gianmarco Mazzi, President of the Veneto Region Alberto Stefani, President of the Province of Verona Flavio Massimo Pasini, Mayor of Verona Damiano Tommasi, President of Veronafiere Federico Bricolo and President of Confindustria Marmomacchine Gianluca Pellegrino. Matteo Zoppas, President of the Italian Trade Agency (ITA), also joined by video link.

President Bricolo: «Marmomac has reached the milestone of sixty editions, bringing with it a responsibility: to continue providing companies with high-quality business relations, access to international markets and concrete opportunities for growth».

Verona, 22 September 2026. «The 60th edition of this major international exhibition in Verona is an extraordinary symbol of the success of Made in Italy and of Italy’s ability as a country system to establish itself as a global benchmark,» said Adolfo Urso, Minister of Enterprises and Made in Italy, speaking today at the opening of the 60th edition of Marmomac, the leading international exhibition for the natural stone industry and processing technologies, running until 25 September, with more than 1,300 exhibiting companies from 54 countries, 12 halls and 8 outdoor areas, covering a total of more than 80,000 square metres, and operators and buyers expected from over 140 countries. The exhibition brings together the entire value chain: raw materials, semi-finished and finished products, machinery, technologies, tools, architecture, design and education. «The event» Urso continued, «is taking place at a time of strong international expansion, confirming Italy’s leadership in terms of quality, design and manufacturing excellence. This vitality is tangibly reflected in international markets.»

Marmomac is, in fact, a key promotional platform for Italy’s natural stone industry, a sector with a strong export orientation. In Italy, the industry comprises 3,200 companies and 34,000 employees. In 2025, production exceeded 5 billion dollars, with exports worth 3.5 billion dollars and a trade surplus of more than 2.9 billion dollars. According to data from the Confindustria Marmomacchine Research Centre, in the first half of 2026 aggregate exports of materials and technologies increased by 5.5% compared with the same period in 2025, reaching 1.69 billion dollars. 

The opening ceremony of Marmomac 2026 was also attended by Gianmarco Mazzi, Minister of Tourism; Alberto Stefani, President of the Veneto Region; Flavio Massimo Pasini, President of the Province of Verona; Damiano Tommasi, Mayor of Verona; Federico Bricolo, President of Veronafiere; and Gianluca Pellegrino, President of Confindustria Marmomacchine. Matteo Zoppas, President of the Italian Trade Agency (ITA), also joined by video link. Representing Veronafiere were also Giovanni Sacripante, Director General; Gianni Bruno, Deputy Director General; Valeria Santolin, B2B Exhibition Manager; and Francesca Zivelonghi, Marmomac Event Manager. 

According to Gianmarco Mazzi, Minister of Tourism, «Marmomac has become the world’s leading hub for natural stone and processing technologies. And this is precisely the aspect I appreciate most: despite its strong commercial focus, with thousands of exhibitors and more than 50,000 visitors expected, the event also provides an opportunity to tell the story and identity of the territories where marble processing originated and developed as an art. Marmomac tells the story of Italy to the world and can contribute to the growth of cultural tourism».

«Marmomac has reached the milestone of sixty editions, bringing with it a responsibility: to continue providing companies with high-quality business relations, access to markets and concrete opportunities for growth,» said Federico Bricolo, President of Veronafiere. «I would like to thank Ministers Urso and Mazzi, the institutions attending today, the Italian Trade Agency, Confindustria Marmomacchine, the associations, production districts, companies and the entire Veronafiere team. Sixty years of history are the result of a collective effort. It is this system of expertise and collaboration that enables the event to connect all the players across the value chain: quarries with the world of design and architecture, production with international demand, and the know-how rooted in local territories with new applications for natural stone.» 

ALL INSTITUTIONAL STATEMENTS

Alberto Stefani, President of the Veneto Region: «Once again, Verona puts Veneto on the international stage with Marmomac, an event of fundamental importance for our region that draws attention to the need to develop our industrial districts. The marble district alone comprises 616 companies in Veneto and generates exports worth 590 million euros. I believe these two figures are enough to understand how strategically important it is to safeguard the stone industry and how crucial it is for the Region to stand alongside this value chain. Today more than ever, we need to work together and do everything possible to accelerate trade, including with international markets. I would like to thank President Federico Bricolo and all the institutions here today for their support for this sector. Even though today was not an easy day for me, I wanted to be here to show my support for companies, operators and everyone involved in organising the event.»

Damiano Tommasi, Mayor of Verona: «With international events of this scale, Verona takes on the responsibility of representing a history that, over sixty years, from Sant’Ambrogio to Valpolicella and Lessinia, has placed our city at the centre of the global natural stone and marble processing industry. It is a source of pride for Veronafiere to host leading representatives of this sector and carry forward a tradition that is not only industrial but also cultural and artisanal. This year, together with delegations from Carrara and Pietrasanta, we have installed eighteen new works across the city that tell the story of natural stone in our everyday lives: an opportunity to thank the many companies and people who, from quarrying and production to machinery manufacturing, bring this value chain to life. I would also like to spare a thought for those who have the courage to work stone in the quarry every day, in all weather conditions: it is hard, demanding work driven by passion. I believe that nurturing this passion is a responsibility for institutions, including on occasions such as this.»

Flavio Massimo Pasini, President of the Province of Verona: «Natural stone is part of Verona’s tangible, visible, ‘material’ DNA. Its veins and colours tell the story of our identity, and all it takes to recognise this is a walk through our historic city centre, looking at its ancient buildings and monuments. Yet this value does not belong only to the past. Thanks to the expertise of our district, Verona is not simply a centre for quarrying and processing: it is a hub of expertise and innovation, where tradition meets the most advanced machinery, new processing technologies and high-end design. In this context, Marmomac is the platform where the local dimension meets its natural international vocation, bringing operators, buyers and international delegations from dozens of countries to Verona. For our province, this means jobs, economic activity and a central role in the economy. For Italy, it is a flagship of Made in Italy, capable of showing how a natural material can be transformed into architecture, design and art.»

Gianluca Pellegrino, President of Confindustria Marmomacchine: «The Italian stone industry has always had a strong international vocation and, in this context, Marmomac represents a strategic and essential showcase for promoting our companies on global markets. We are talking about an industry comprising approximately 3,200 companies and 34,000 employees, which generated more than 5 billion dollars in turnover in 2025. It is a highly export-oriented sector, with exports worth 3.5 billion dollars, accounting for around 70% of production, and a trade surplus of more than 2.9 billion dollars. These figures demonstrate the strength and competitiveness of an industry that represents an excellence of Made in Italy and continues to express internationally recognised leadership, both in natural stone and in technologies for its quarrying and processing. Marmomac is where this excellence meets the world, builds relationships and creates new business opportunities.»
Matteo Zoppas, President of the Italian Trade Agency (ITA): «This year once again, our support for Marmomac – a global benchmark and ambassador of Made in Italy excellence in the natural stone and related technology sectors – has been renewed and increased. Thanks to the additional resources made available by the Government, we have significantly strengthened our promotional activities, increasing the number of international buyers from 180 to 300 and the number of scheduled business-matching meetings between producers and operators from 2,200 to more than 3,200. Our commitment is part of a broader strategy to support Italian exports, which today amount to 640 billion euros – representing more than one third of our GDP – with the ambitious goal of reaching 700 billion euros. In a complex international scenario, ITA will continue to work alongside companies to create added value and provide the support they need on global markets.»
www.marmomac.com 




MARMOMAC 
Marmomac is the world’s leading trade fair dedicated to the entire natural stone supply chain, from quarrying to finished products, technologies, machinery and tools. Founded in Verona, in one of Italy’s leading marble districts, Marmomac is today the industry’s foremost international hub and a key platform for innovation, culture and education. With more than 1,300 exhibitors from 54 countries, the event continues to strengthen its role as a strategic platform for the sector, bringing together companies, designers, institutions and industry professionals from around the world. A visit to Marmomac offers the opportunity to discover new products and technological innovations, keep up to date with the latest developments in machinery, and explore exhibitions, in-depth content and accredited professional education, with a particular focus on the connection between business, design and product culture – an added value recognised internationally.
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